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“BOOSTING EMPLOYABILITY THROUGH
CIRCULARITY OF BIO-WASTE IN RURAL AREAS”-BECBA

Project Summary

Waste mismanagement is a significant issue hindering the adoption of a circular economy model in
the Western Balkan countries. The agricultural sector constitutes a significant portion of the bio-waste
stream in rural communities, facing increasing challenges due to inadequate and insufficient
infrastructure and the human resources for effective intervention. Despite the fact, Western Balkan
countries are lacking education programs targeting young farmers on how to adapt circular practices
or start entrepreneurial initiatives in relation to bio-waste management.

Scope and objectives of the project

The BECBA project empowers youth in agro - entrepreneurship, transforming bio-waste into valuable
bio-products through circular business models for job creation and environmental protection in rural
areas. The project is based on specific objectives:

e Development of a new form of training scheme with the purpose of empowering youth workers
to become circular economy coaches, and to support rural youth in the adoption of circular
conversion techniques and methods towards bio-waste streams generated from agriculture in
rural areas.

e Engaging rural youths to develop knowledge, skills and competences in CE and green
entrepreneurship with the purpose of starting pilot actions in conversion of growing
agricultural bio-waste and by-products into eco-efficient bio-based products viable for
setting up green businesses.

o Designing a Virtual Incubator for the rural youth start-up development, integrating the training
path of the pilot actions with didactic resources for viral training based on new circular
business models and marketing concepts for cross-sectorial valorization of agricultural by-
products in compliance with the relevant stakeholder’s demand.

Results of the project

e Research Report: Comparative analysis of bio-waste management practices, laws,
regulations, and institutional frameworks in partner countries.

e Training Format: Capacity building program to train youth workers in entrepreneurial and
circular bio- economy competences to initiate action plans in their rural communities.

e Toolkit: Educational resource material for the adoption of circular conversion techniques and
business models for bio- waste management solutions in the transition towards circular
economy.

e Virtual Incubator: E-learning platform providing a process for developing early stages ideas
into viable ventures in the circular bio-economy sector.
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