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PROMOTING VERTICAL FARMING IN WESTERN BALKAN 

THROUGH STRENGTHENING THE LINKAGES BETWEEN  

BUSINESS SECTOR AND VET PROVIDER-PROVER 

 
Project Summary 

Contrary to an initial boom in the VF sector, the practice has struggled to be adopted in the Western 

Balkan region without a trained workforce. VF is rightly met with skepticism due to its limited crop 

choice, high energy demands from artificial lighting, high CapEx demand for equipment and real-

estate and financial uncertainty. Economic viability has been identified as one of the largest obstacles 

to realizing VF projects and whilst it has been reported in prominent surveys that there are existing 

profitable operations, the learning curve is steep and the financial risk is high. 

The PROVER project aims to promote vertical farming as a sustainable/smart/precise agricultural 

method for WB countries through strengthening the inter-linkage between the VET sector and private 

sector. 

 

Scope and objectives of the project 

The PROVER project aims to promote vertical farming as a sustainable/smart/precise agricultural 

method for WB countries through strengthening the inter-linkage between the VET sector and private 

sector. This project focuses on specific objectives: 

• Support the exposure of WB-VET trainers and staff to DSS approaches that establish flexible 

and interactive links between VET and the labor market. 

• Build the capacity of WB-VET institutes to incorporate CEA labor market needs to their 

training provision. 

• Enhance the employability potential of WB-VET learners through the improved capacity of 

WB- VET to provide VET courses and learning resources that correspond to CEA sector’s 

requirements. 

 

Results of the project 

• Research Report: Comparative analysis of market awareness and readiness related to the 

Controlled Environment Digital Agriculture (CEA) industry (including Vertical Farming) in 

partner countries. 

• Training Format: Capacity building program to train VET providers to integrate Decision 

Support System models for Vertical Farming development. 

• Toolkit: Educational resource containing the decision support framework for simulation, 

assessment, and optimization purposes to help decision-makers with the design and operation 

of sustainable VF systems. 

• E-learning platform: Digital platform for VET providers’ preparation based on 

methodological guides on the simulation, assessment, and optimization of sustainable VF 

systems. 
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