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YOUTH INITIATIVES FOR PUBLIC SPACE- SPACE   

 
Project Summary 

In the Western Balkans, vulnerable neighborhoods are a stark reminder of the turbulent transition from 

socialism to capitalism and illustrate the disregard for legal controls resulting from years of repressive 

rule. In these settlements, young people are particularly at risk of poverty as they are deprived of 

adequate education and employment opportunities. Despite their strong presence, young residents are 

often excluded from planning and development processes as they lack the ability and motivation to 

advocate for their needs. 

The project seeks to close this gap by developing digital tools and empowering the younger generation 

through urban capacity development programs. These initiatives aim to promote networking and 

engagement among youth and youth trainers, empowering them to address the deficits in their 

communities and contribute to their transformation. In line with the Green Agenda for the Western 

Balkans, the project aims to address the systemic problems of informal settlements and support their 

transformation. 

 

Scope and objectives of the project 

The overall goal of the project is engaging youth in the bottom-up planning process of upgrading the 

 accessibility, functionality, and diversity of public spaces in Western Balkan Countries through 

sharing good practices, innovative tools, and methods. The project is linked to the horizontal priority 

environmental sustainability as it approaches a deep perspective of inclusion of persons living in 

vulnerable settlements areas in the mapping and upgrading process, meaning understanding the main 

tools to upgrade the vulnerable settlements from the bottom-up perspective and be part of this transition 

by enabling access to places, which allow other forms of education, and perhaps lead to initiating new 

projects benefiting the local community and perhaps the employment possibility in future. 

 

Results of the project 

• Report on status of informal settlements, capacities of 20 youth workers are raised through 

the mobility activities 

• 1 digital training toolkit is developed and is delivered to youth 

• At least 20 youth have been engaged and empowered in urban development tools through 

the toolkit.  

• At least 1000 people are reached by the dissemination event. 
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